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evidences of division and thus so many proofs of
danger. They have no common name, their char-
acter is mutually alien, they attack each others'
dogma, they have no means of final decision
between their errors.72 To sympathise with their
variety is to invite the onset of a cataclysm.
What, then, is the conclusion to which his specu-
lations lead ? The faulty systems of the eighteenth
century must be cast aside; they have deprived the
half of Europe of its Christianity.78 The institu-
tion which alone has lasted for eighteen centuries
can serve as the natural centre of a new political
system which will be the old. It is necessary for
the preservation of Christianity that Eome should
undertake that leadership. She only has the power
and the majesty. She only emerges unharmed
from the ruthless attacks to which she is subjected.
She only can guarantee unity and faith. Divine
in her origin, she has been splendid in her past and
is destined to a more glorious future. God has
watched over her with a special love, and thus
fitted her to be the protector of nations. She holds
in her hands the future happiness of men. If she
has to face doubt and vice and rebellion, yet is she
destined to triumph. ' Hydra-headed error will be
vanquished before indivisible Truth: God will
reign in the Temple as He reigns in heaven, in
the blessed communion of his Saints/74
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